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Me New Theatre Meekly Views 


Camino Real-National 3/19/53, Though their daily colleagues had given the 
Tennessee Williams play,staged by Elia | and presented by Crawford,Chrysler 
and Reiner, a split decision, weekly aisle sitters favored the con side. Keating, 
Cue, and Gibbs,New Yorker,recommended play for a most stimulating evening of the- 
a tro. Cue critic-editor admitted that play is often harsh and bitter, it my re- 
pel you, certain of its flights of muzzy language and overdressed platitudin- 
izing will irritate, but he is convinced playgoers will find it a most fas cina t- 
ing concoction. After noting that neither he nor playwright Williams is sure if 
his play is a lucid criticism of our society, Gibbs pointed out that fine cast, 
outstanding direction and production mde for interesting evenings Trade paper 
reporters would buy none of ite Except for high plane intellectuals Francis, 
Billboard is sure the public will take the same dim view of the proceedings as he 
did. Thoroughly baffling, mpleasant show is hoe it seemed to Hobe,Variety.Cast 
headed by Frank Silvera,Eli Wallach and Jo V an Fleet were complimented by obe. 
Time man panned it because play which is often dull and more often ar ty, exposes 
decadence with decadent means. Newsweek aisle sitter described it as a preten- 
tious and misbegotten mixture of realism and fantasy,of masque and morbid. mora- 

II ty. Shipley,WEVD New Leader, pointed out to Williams that plays of symbols and 
ideas must have a story to equal drama. Playwright urged by critic to read Dante's 
Divine Comedy,which did for its time what Williams murkily fails to do for use 
WEBS Leonard summed up his con viewpoint by noting play left him stimulated in 
the head but untouched in the chest. 


My 3 Angels-Morosco 3/11/53. Majority of weekly drama reviewers enjoyed 
Sam end Bella Spewack comedy based on French play by Albert Hussone Most ad- 
mitted they found it on the thin side at times,but fine acting by Walter Slezak, 
Jerome Cowan and others in Subber,Allen, Thomson production,staged by Jose Ferrer 
made fœ an en ter taining even ing. Nathan,Journal American, and Kea ting, Cue, dis- 
sented. Former thought Winchell Smith-John B Hazzard comedy Turn to the Right, 
produced in NY 36 years ago, was funnier play on same topic, Wathan also panned 
cast and directione Keating thought show would be a gay,Gallic creampuff,judg= 
ing from opening scenes, but after that the amusement declines and leads to no 
where. Christian Science Monitor, critic notes that without expert direction 

and playing there would be nothing to comedy, but this production has been 
turned into a fine actors’ play. Trade paper critics agreed that script was 
fragile, but also found it a thoroughly enjoable show. Except for fact that a 
few of the French idioms don't translate too well into Inglish, Gibbs, New Yorker 
‘marked it as one of the brighter events of the season. Newsweek man didn't think 
adapters w ere completely successful,but show is still a genuine pleasure, Time 
judge rated result a very enjoyablelevening of the gloriously improbable. 


Out of Town Theatre Briefs 


Semething exceptional is how Waters,Veriet,'s Philadelphia mugg,rates the 
new Cole PortereAbe Burrows musical, present ed by Feuer-Martins Except for cut- 
ting 45 minutes ut of show, trade pa per critic had no complaintse Porter score 
rated as a terrific job,while lyrics have plenty of Gallic spice and flavor, 
Lilo,new Freneh singer,is highlight of cast,though reviewer noted her accent 
makes it difficult to understand some of the worthier Porter lyrics, 
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Off Broadway ' 


Touring Players,group wich has 
traveled country since 1947,makes 
local debut at Theatre de Lys April 
4 with Which Way Is Home,written by 
Ellen Violett,and derived from the 
works of Stephen Vincent Bene t, Oer 
trude Stein end Mark Lodge. 81 
nals Only present "3", which is a 


program of dramatic readings from 


Shakespeare,Sheridan and Mi ide. . 
Circle in Square run of Summer and 
Smoke closes April 6. The crass 
wep is next. . Ange lie Doctor, at 
ackfriars' has been extended 8 
weeks.eeLove in Two Moods, program 
of one actors,will be presented at 
Newspaper Guild Club by Journeymen 
April 24,25,30 & May les Barnard Col- 
lege opened $150,000 fund campaign 
to modernize theatres.«Freyde Mars- 
hall as Hagar in Equity Community 


mea tre production of Mamba's Daug- 
hters at Dewitt Center 


rated dy Atkins on, N nes, Ri oe, Post 
and Vene, Variety. Times nan noted 
that he couldn't judge show as whole 
fairly from dress rehearsal in empty 
hall. Post editor hailed discovery 
of Marshallas a rare new acting ta- 
lent,which makes the whole ELT pro 
ject wor thwhi le. 


0 Summer Notes * 


Music in the Air will open Lambet- 
II, V. Music Circus June 5..eNep= 
Tune, N, Musi e Circus opens June 29 


with Show Boa t.. Robert Lenn and Will- 


iem Whiting have leased Provincetown 


for 20 weeks end will begin the second 
season of American Lyric Theatre Junele 
„Sara Stamm will operate Newport,RI, 
Theatre and Somerset, Mass, Theatre, both 


opening June 22.ee13th Annual Summer 
Theatre Dir eo ter y published by Leo 
Shull, 1953 Supplemmt to John Ef fra t 
Blueprint for Summer Theatre issuede 
„Sara toga Meldoy Fair, NY will pr e- 
sent 10 week season 6f musical reviv- 
als starting in June. . 6 new outdoor 
dramas will be presented in summer 
1954, predicts Kermit Hunter,author 
of 3 Southern outdoor dramas. 


Broadway Gripe 
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"Send Gripes 
Any Subjeot 
0 Book Gifts ' 


FRIZE WINNER: Press agents and 
theatre writers who misspell actors! 
names are twin enemies of veteran stage 
nana ger. If player gives the press 
agent the wrong date on names of shows, 
ete, it is duty of flack w get it 
right. This gripe applies to programs 
and press releases. 


More praise is due people who ere 
excellent actors who are not 111 
than is due md accorded those who 
actually possess a condition which 
is wrongly called talent“ by critics, 
explains a press agent, Often what 
is considered to be a great perfore- 
mance is nothing more or less than 
some acting talent,plus a thyroid or 
glenduler condition,he believes. 


If Watts, Post, "Mystery Correspondent" 
is such a theatre lover, asks an actor 
in a NY musical, how come he hasn't gone 
to a new show in 25 years? 


Gripes,general and specfic,are invited. 
117 be held confidential,but 
each letter must be signed. Best gripe 
of week, in opinion of editor,will re- 
ceive a gift of a new theatre book. 
Critics' rebuttals are also invited. 


Thea tre Book Notes’ 


Harper & Bros will publish Ethel Barry- 
more's memoirseeeNew American Library has 

published paper bound edition of Tobacco 
Roades.University o: Indiana press 


‘publish Series { II of "From the Modern 


Repertoire” by Esiley,New Repubdlice,» 
Fireside Theatre Book Club coming select- 
ions ine lude Time of the Cuckoo in April 
and Dial For Murder in 


— 
' Green Room depar ant 
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_ JENNY, EQUITY & CO. „ open letter from Ben Hecht to Actors Equity Ceuncil which 
forced his 9 year old daughter Jenny Hecht to withdraw from cast of Mid- 
Sumer, revea le that parent plans to sue the uien for its action» Young- 

ster was ousted by union after complaint signed by 411 but 2 of cast had 
been made to Council. Details were never mde public. Father's letter 
notes that he will bring dase, which had been dropped by Come, to law 
because of slender and libel spoken by Equity when it disposed of me 
case. Letter points out that a mien investigator would have found out 
that the acclaim accorded Jenny and Geraldine Page resulted in rest of 
cast becoming disgruntled. This lead to cursing backstage, the ordering 

of stage door left open,and nasty remarks made about 9 year old on radio 
program interviews. Cast also got Jenny's bow at curtain eliminated.Union 
depaty Robert Emmett told Times reporter that troupe was surprised and 
shocked by accusations and allegations released to press by girl's parents. 
Actor noted that cast is more mindful of her welfare than her pare ts. 
Sobol, Journal American, learned that charges listed included being late 

for cues, late for rehearsals, insuborbina tion and interfererence by her 


mother. 
COLUMY IS. ., Nele Company investors,which lost $300,000 may sue Bette Davis, 
Winchell nn effice building with built in theatre will be erected 


on 42nd St, predicts Kilgallen.osBrillant star of a Broadway hit weeps 
in her dressing room and talks of quitting whispers Wilsonesce 


"i+" TOWN CANCELS..eRobert Fryer, producer of Wenderful Town announced tha t 
he has canceled the April 8 performances Wtord, Herald Tribune,points out 
that act is in compliance with wishes expressed by Sullivan, News, who 
stated that “leftist sheet was taking over performance as benefit. 

Publication, locor d reports,is “National Guardian” which purchased 300 

seats for April 8 performance. Mtional Cewuncil of Freedom From Cens or - 

ship, an affilate of the American Civil Liberties Union,has protested 

to the producer. Elmer Rice in an open telegram noted that such an action 
raises amazing possibj li ties that ena oer ‘mist now 
beste setup dy the: producers. 

CRITICAL THOUGHTS. Bent ley, New Republic, fans complained Watts — 
at being unable to read mgazine ori ties "In Search cf mea tre“ book 
with heaviest mail daily reviewer has received in years...Camino Real 
may be the first real bop play, suggest Sylvester, Vene. „ nves 
in Oklahoma has paid back $50" 600 Francis Billboard learned from press 
agent Mat Dorfmane.eAxiom for advanced theatrical thinkers posted by 
Burr, Playbill: Anything that forces spectator to realize that he merely 
watohing a play inevitably breaks the illusion,which is the primary ain 
of the theatre. 


FILM SL. desk without any film openings is first Mus ten, s t, ean recall 
in 16 yearse Public is partly to be blamed for this arrival of a new 
epoohe In general, the public has gone to see that mich it ought not 
to see, and it has etayed away from that which it ought to have seen. 
The result is not enough health in the right dex offices, 
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ire Theatre News 


Atkinson, Times, te cover theatre till My, Puke, Faces 
clésed,moves to Boston April 6 fer 3 weeks, then for 12 week strawhat r 
Horses in Midstream moved opening date from April 16 to April] 2+eBeatrice 
Lillie missed 1 performance due to laryngitis...Dorothy Patten has succeeded 
Keay Hammond „ Borrowed Time, 
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I Confess-Paramount 3/21/53. Al- 
fred Hitchcock's new Werner thriller 


filed in Quebeo judged one of his best 


in recent tries by NY critics. Two 
dissented,while 1 filed actual rave. 
4 stars rated by Cameron, Newa, fer 
film starring Montgomery Clift and 
Anne Baxter. Quinn, Mirror, headed 
majority who commented that film wes 
‘more intriguing than his others Win 
sten, Post,agreed,but added that con 
g flaw in his films is the 
heart, a reluctance to show 


+o his standard, but 
st he coulde Times and 
critics panned showe 


that he did 


soript tha t ten 
generally grow du 
blamed fact that fi 


cuffed by their own honor 
vio ons. 


man musicel, with 
full commend. 


like her dround, lauded Crowther, Times. 


Guernsey, Herald Tribune, compared her 
performance to a double magnum of 
dry champagne. De gh tf ul, de love ly, 
demerman film, praised Kameron, News. 
Pelswick,Journal American, settled 


for word terrefic,while Winsten, Post, 


sew it as Merman in high gear. Res t 
of cast in 20th Century Fox fila 
okayed, but star stole the shows 


Salome-Rivoli 3/24/53. U cht 
majority of NY daily ori tios pamed 
Columbia's expensive, lush version 
of Bibical tale. They admitted that 
Rite Hayworth never looked more bea- 
utiful. On other hand News,Mirror 
and Journal American reviewers rated 
film highlye Cameron, Newa, gave it 
Shetars complimenting large caste 


Cook, WHS, no tod that spectacle,acting, 
writing and detail my recall glories 


of Quo Vadis. 


Crow er, Times, listed it as a lush 
comloweration of historical pre- 
teus es, nake be li evg, pseudo re) 141 
ous os ten ta tion and just plain in- 
si nua ted sex Mins ten, Fos t, narked it 
as the kind of film he would not be 
caught dead at, though he wouldn't 


surprised it is a money unker. 


Like other films of its kind, pointe 
out Guernsey, Herald Tribune, it 
tries to express enormity of ideas 
and significances of Bible epic in 
terms of extravaganzae 


Nes Spur-State 3/25/53 / Unan- 
imeus approval greeted MGM Mes tern“ 
rring James Stewart,Janet Leigh 
d Robert Ryan. Most agreed that 
it is one ef best Westerns made,and 
contender for prizes as general film 
as welle Pihodna,Merald Tribune,feels 
this film brings Westerns into their 
. „ Film has inspiration of solid 
Whiting and satiric direction by 
Anthony Mann. Hhle/News, enjoyed it 
very much, but noted it my my hav e 
been more realistic if everyone but 
Stewart died at end of chase, Thirer, 
Fost, listed it as a rugged ourdoor 
drama, taut, tense, suspenseful, replete 
with good craftsmanship in all dire 
ec ti ons» 


The Light of the Gilvery 
0 cr rave 
3 mild pro reviews,and 1 con 
verdict filed on Warner technicolor 
musical featuring Doris Day and Gor- 
den MacRae. News,Mirror,Journal 
3rican film raters greeted it as en- 
tertaining,who.esome cinema fare. 
Times,Herald Tribume,and Pos critios 
could find nothing to complain about, 
nor anything to rave a bout what they 
considered tailor made production. 
Crowther, Times, did not that actually 
plot had little to do with original 
Penrod story it is supposed to be based 
on. Cook, NS, vas more bitter Apparent 


corn with plenty of old jokes,he panned. 
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emotiong or induce large amounts of Swi 
it in audience.Cook,World Telegram 
& Sun, beMeved that material he 
chose not 
Herald Tribu 
Former marked it off as suspenseless 7 
to drag,sag and 
mis only a fair 
wine of noted dir ee tore vintage. 
Reason is that characters are hand 
Call Me Madam -Roxy S1 
ravea for NI versi6m of Ethel Mer- 
d insisted that she 
ie vetter 
— 
JJ 


Meet The Critic-Norman Nadel ¢ 


WE drama critics who think they 
are overworked when they must attend 
several openings in a week should con 
sider themselves lucky, Norman Nadel 
told "Critical Digest." Columbus 
Citizen drama critic, who recently 
chaperoned 250 theatre fans from 
Columbus on his paper's 2nd annual 
theatre junket, stated that some 
day he would like to “retire” to 
job of NY oritic. 


Theatre junket gave fans full week 
of playgoing in NYC,plus transpor tat 
ion and hotel room for $99.50. Group 
arrived by special NY Central coaches, 
They saw Wish You Were Here, Love of 
4 Colonels, Dial M For Murder,Ciner 
ama, Radio City Music Hall Show and 
Wonderful Towne At latter nusi cal, a- 
ich details life of two sisters in 
NYC from Columbus, the group from 
Columbus reacted and enjoyed every 
mention to their home town,the critic 
repor ted. 


Drama coverage is only part of his 
Jod. Writing a daily colum,coverag e 
of all drama,film,musical events,plus 
editing of large Sunday entertainment 
department are a few of the chores 
that make Nadel envy the life of a 
NY critic. 


It was while a freshman at Denison 
Universi ty,Grandville, Ohio, that Nadel 
first wrote criticism. At that time 
he filed two reviews on every show, 
one for the local weekly and one for 
the college paper. After college he 
was editor of several suburban week- 
klies,where he did everything but 
print the paper. In 1939 he joined 
the Columbus Citizen as Make Up Edi= 
tor,and in 1940 he was made radio 
columist and assistant theatre edi- 
tor. 


Though he don't have time for 
active music participation at the 
present, the critic-editor has a 
wide background in music. At his 
home town of Rochester he played 
in the Eastman School summer con 
cert orchestra, At college he lead 
his own band,as he did for a time 
in the army from 1942-1946. A foimder 
of the Columbus Symphony Crvhovtra, 
he played first trombone with the 
group for a time. 


The critic's funotion,as Nadel 
views it, is to excit interest in 
worthwhile events. The critic should 
be a roses agent for quali ty, and 
should pan items that are not good, 
he believes. While primary job of 
critic is to be a reporter,he must 
be a more perceptive reporter tthan 
most. All criticism should be read 
and written under the assumption, 
he said, that the critic likes the 
theatre. If he don't, then he can 
have no loyalty. If he does, he will 
be the first to condemm what is bad 


Planning of theatre junkets was 
suggested by Columbus writer as a 
perfect method of putting a ori tio 
in touch with readers. Being"mother” 
to 250 citizens of Ohio and neighbor 
ing states allows no time for the 
critic to remin in any ivory tower, 
he admittede Adel is sure that this 
clese contact with what his readers 
like and wante + 


Atkinson, Times,and Kerr,Herald Tri- 
bune,as well as other critics have 
many readers out of town,Nadel pointed 
out. He doubts if WY critics realize 
their influence in playgoing choices 
of out of towners.s 


Gift Subscripti on “Critical Digest-505-5th Ave ,NYC 


Perfect gift 52 weeks a year for the discriminating fan, 
student,edi tor,executive. Keeps them fully informed. Helps 


them buy entertainment wi se ly. 


Digests reviews 50 NYC & LA 


newspapers,weekly magazines and trade journals.@md braod- 
caste. Theatres,movies,records,dining,night oltibs, N cov- 
ered. Plus exclusive interviews,digests of past hits,reports 
on forums,etce Special Summer features,$10 for 1 year gift 
subscription. $25 for 8 one year gift subsoriptione 
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i Critics Choice of Currert Events 


Critics Choice summarizes the views of 50 NYC & daily and weekly 
crities on current Broadway attractions under headi 4 "Raves," "Mixed" and 
"Con." Poren tages refer to number of NYC daily 9 tics ONLY whe recommend . 
item for an entertaining or stimulating evening in’ the theatre. ad 


\ 


RAVESsBeatrice 11e (1000), Dial M For ur der (1000), Guys and Del 1s (1000) 
Hazel Flagg(1000), King and I (1000), On Berrewed Hue (1000), Mis- 
elliance{1000), Mia Summer(1000), Moon Is Blue(1000), Fal Joey(1000), 
Porgy & Bess(1000))\South Pacfic(1000), Wonderful Tow(1000) 


MIXED:John Brown's Body (714), Fifth Seagon(714), Four pos ter (714), Time f 
Cuckoo(571), Time Out for Ginger (571), My 3 Ange 1 (571). 


CONs Camino Real(430) Wish Yo Were/ Here(287). 


Moulin Rouge(1000),Come Back 


RAVES s Call Me Madam(1000), Cineyt By Light of Silvery Moon(857) 
y very Moon 


~~ Little Sheba(1000), Nake 
MIXEDs HA 1 (714), Anna (571), J Confess(571) 
CONs Saleme(430) 


NYC Recommended Dining 8 po ts 


Original Mario's, 140/ Nest 18th, highly recemmended by Dewitt, Cue 
L'Armorique, 54thSt & 214 Ave, 16 kind of place where Dewitt suggests you can 
safely close your eye s, dab menu with pencil amd come up with something fine. 
eeoChet Cardinal, 14 Net 52nd St,okayed by Cue man for serving about as 
superb French food as you could desire. . Ce les te, 28 West 56,supplying same 
fine French-Italian oujsine at lunch it has always had for dinner, notes 
Dana, Nor Id Telegram & Sun. . Singapore, above Winter Garden Theatre on Broad- 
way, Owes just as nuch to its new boom in business to Mond erful Town down 
stairs,as it does to its fine cuisine and decor, praises burden, Fos teee — 
Le Cheval Blanc,145 B 45,is a fine small French restaurant run by a nice 
hard working couple,reports Dana,:.T&S.eeMayfair Farns, Nest Orange, M, visited 
by WT&S editar,who was very much impressed by the huge dining and dancing 
establishment which serves 1 million people year 1y. 
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